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Ali Qushcu and Critical Edition of his Risala fi al-Isti‘ara

Mueusa Yildiz*

ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the life and works of the Turkish scholar Ali Kusgu with a critical edition of his Risdla
St al-Isti Gra. Ali Kuseu lived in the middle Asia, but spent his last years in Istanbul during the reign of
Sultan Mohammad al-Fatih. In this period, he contributed to the preparations of some programmes of the
classical Ottoman schools. He wrote in different fields in Arabic. He had a great fame and is still famous in
our present time. He wrote mostly on Mathematics and Astronomy. However, there are also some religious
works which are out of reach in the present time.

Risdla fi al-Isti Gra, which is the main point of this study, explores metaphor in particular and metonymy,
‘connotation and denotation in a more general sense under the light of a didactic approach. Risdla fi al-
isti ‘dra and all his worlks were being taught as course books in the classical Ottoman schools.

Risdla fi al-Isti Gra is a critical edition of the three versions in Siileymaniye Library in Istanbul in order to be
published. There are forty versions of it all over the world. Kuscu’s style in Risdla fi al-Isti dra is not
complex but very clear, easy and to the point.

KEYWORDS: Ali Kuggu, Ottoman Empire, Sultan Mohammad al-Fatih, ‘Ilm al-Bayan, Metaphor.
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